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Social prejudice is the negative attitude and feelings towards someone based on their membership to a particular social group (Crandall & Schaller, 2005). This kind of prejudice can have a strong influence on the way one interacts or behave when in presence of others, especially those who perceive them with prejudice. I can relate to this concept intimately. Being a Muslim in the United States has its challenges. When I first arrived in the country, it was a time that every Muslim was seen as a terrorist as the 9/11 event was still fresh in people’s minds. Finding a friend to relate to was not an impossible task, but also threatening because everyone saw me as a potential threat. 
I remember one day, I walked into a coffee shop and it was Friday, which is our prayer day. I had put on my thobe and it was clear that people were afraid of me. A thobe is a long gown that Muslim men put on. The gown has straight patterned stitches. As Cherry (2020, p. 2) explains, prejudice is characterized by “negative feelings, stereotyped beliefs, and tendency to discriminate” others. Cherry (2020) further asserts, when people hold prejudicial attitudes of feelings toward others, they tend to perceive everyone in that group as being the same. This is exactly what I felt when I first arrived in the United States. Everyone perceived a Muslim, especially when you have a long gown like the way most Muslims like to put on, a potential terrorist.
Social prejudice is about the negative attitudes held about a certain group in general. In the United States, the minority groups such as black Americans are also experiencing social prejudicial-related attitudes and feelings. The closest concept to relate to social prejudice is racism, which every minority group in the U.S. can easily relate with. Other forms of prejudices include nationalism, homophobia, xenophobia, sexism, and ageism. In my case, it was a religious prejudice because people had an attitude towards me because of my religion. I could not blame them because some of them do not understand Islam well. Also, some of them have not interacted with Muslims often which makes them aware of our practices. However, the concept of social prejudice is important because it informs how people understand or misunderstand other cultures. Lack of understanding is critical in forming a prejudiced perspective. When someone does not understand something, they can accept all sorts of misconceptions and perceptions, which may be wrong about the group.
















References
Cherry, K. (2020, June 17). “How people’s prejudices develop.” Very Well Mind (online). https://www.verywellmind.com/what-is-prejudice-2795476#:~:text=Common%20features%20of%20prejudice%20include,religion%2C%20culture%2C%20and%20more
Crandall, C. S., & Schaller, M. (Eds.). (2005). Social psychology of prejudice: Historical and contemporary issues. Lewinian Press.

